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Effect of different levels of crude protein in diets on the growth of
ostrich chicks during the age of 4_9 weeks

Abstract:

This experiment was conducted at the Nas Company farm for raising and producing
ostrich birds in the city of Tripoli during the year 2024, aiming to determine the effect of
different crude protein percentage (18%, 20%, 22%) on the growth of ostrich chicks
during the age (4-9 weeks) using the ratios in the feed. A number of 27 unsexed African
black-necked ostrich chicks, 4 weeks old, were used. The data were analyzed statistically
using a one-way analysis of variance for a completely randomized trial (SAS). The
results indicated that the body length and increase in body length was 1.38 and the best
increase in length was 1.39 at 20% crude protein. The initial and final body weight and
the increase in body weight were not significantly affected by the difference in protein
levels, while the weight gain in the fifth week of life was significantly affected by 2.733
at 20% protein. There were also significant differences in feed consumption between the
treatments during the experimental period. The best high feed conversion efficiency ratio
was 1.65 at 20% protein level compared to 1.79 and 1.71 at 18% and 22%, respectively.
Keywords: Ostrich, feed, protein content.
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