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Abstract:

Climate change represents one of the most pressing challenges for the agricultural
industry today, significantly influencing plant diseases and pests, thus posing a threat to
global food security. As temperatures rise, precipitation patterns shift, and carbon dioxide
levels increase, climate change has emerged as a critical environmental issue impacting
agricultural output and food security worldwide. The rise in temperatures, altered rainfall
patterns, and the occurrence of more frequent natural disasters are changing the
conditions in which plants and pathogens thrive, influencing the distribution and intensity
of plant diseases and pest outbreaks. This research aims to explore the effects of climate
change on plant diseases and pests and their direct and indirect consequences on crop
production. It examines how environmental factors such as temperature, humidity, and
elevated carbon dioxide levels affect diseases like rust, fusarium wilt, and late blight, in
addition to nematodes and insect pests. The study also addresses the broader implications
for food security and explores potential adaptive strategies through enhanced agricultural
systems and better environmental management. With changing climates, agricultural
environments have become more conducive to the growth and spread of pathogens and
pests, leading to a greater prevalence of fungal and bacterial diseases, such as rust and
late blight, which are now extending into new regions. Insect pests, like the red palm
weevil and aphid-borne insects, are also finding suitable habitats in previously unaffected
areas. These shifts negatively impact crop yields, threatening food supplies and
complicating pest and disease control efforts. Moreover, climate change is contributing to
soil degradation and altering water availability, making crops more susceptible to
diseases. To counter these challenges, sustainable agricultural practices must be adopted,
including the development of disease-resistant and pest-resistant crop varieties,
improvements in farming practices and water management, and the implementation of
integrated pest management strategies. Additionally, agricultural research should be
expanded, and farmers must be equipped with the knowledge and tools to cope with the
impacts of climate change. These efforts are essential for ensuring the long-term
sustainability of agriculture and securing global food supplies under evolving climate
conditions.

Key words: Climate change, Diseases, Pests, Global warming, Food security.
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