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The economic importance of fish wealth in Libya and the current status
of local production and per capita in the period 2000-2019

Abstract:

Despite the coast rich in fish, Libya still possesses marine potential that is not fully
exploited, and it lacks much interest in this important sector, which constitutes one of its
income channels. This led to a slow and halting of the wheel of development and a
negative impact on the marine wealth sector. Therefore, the study targeted Highlighting
the economic importance of developing fisheries projects and identifying the current
status of fish production and its per capita share in the period 2000-2019, this is done by
using the descriptive method and the quantitative method to explain the relevant
variables, relying on information and data obtained from local and secondary sources.
The results indicated the importance of making better use of the available marine
resource potential, as it will contribute to increasing the supply of the population with
their nutritional needs, especially healthy animal protein and many nutritional vitamins. It
has also been shown that there is a decline and fluctuation in fish production. This is due
to fishermen using primitive fishing methods and not owning equipped fishing vessels,
and also to the preference of residents of coastal areas to work in government
administrative sectors and other commercial activities, meaning that the level of local
production is still below the desired level. The average per capita share of fish decreased
by 0.08 kg/ capita over time. Due to the decrease in local fish production, and with the
increase in population numbers, the per capita share will decrease as long as there is a
deficiency in the exploitation of marine resources and weak development programs for
this sector. Therefore, it is necessary to improve the fisheries sector in Libya by paying
attention to fishing ports, providing modern capabilities to fishermen, conducting training
courses for them, and developing strategies to implement food security projects in order
to raise the levels of local fish production in Libya.

Keywords: economic importance, fish farming, obstacles, local production, average per capita
income, Libya.
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