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Phenotypic variation between farmed and marine populations of Liza

aurata mullet
Abstract:

A study was conducted on mullet fish in the Ain Ghazala and Al-Tamimi regions,
where samples of fish were collected and measured using 33 morphological traits. The
results showed that there were statistically significant differences between marine and
farmed fish in all metric measurements, except for the number of dorsal fin rays, the
number of pelvic fin rays, the number of dorsal fin spines, and the number of pelvic fin
spines.

These results suggest that fish reared in captivity differ completely in external appearance
from their marine counterparts, and can be distinguished by morphological
measurements. They also suggest that mullet fish have the ability to change their
morphological appearance to suit the aquaculture environment.

keywords: Liza aurata Phenotype ¢ Fish farming< Morphometrics.
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